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AISD Special Education Best Practices Survey Results August 2010  

Results summarized in this report represent all survey/interview respondents data available as of 
September 14, 2010. -10 performance in 

reading/ELA and/or math based on one or both of the following criteria: 
• High number of test takers and percentages passing TAKS - reading/ELA 70% or higher; math 60% 

or higher 
• Greater than 50% of special education students successfully passing TAKS or TAKS-A reading/ELA 

or math 2009-10 who had switched from TAKS-M in 2008-09 

Our Respondents 
Staff who participated in the survey and interviews included principals, special education department 
chairs, general education teachers, and special education teachers.   

Campus Level Total 
Sample (n) 

Survey 
Responses (n) 

Response 
Rate (%) 

Elementary 42 37 88% 
Middle 14 12 86% 
High 8 5 62% 
All 64 54 84% 

Schools That Participated in the Surveys and Interviews  
Elementaries Elementaries Elementaries Secondaries 
Allison Govalle Palm Bailey 
Andrews Highland Park Patton Bedichek 
Barrington Hill Pecan Springs Bowie 
Blazier Houston Pickle Covington 
Boone Joslin Pillow Dobie 
Brentwood Kiker Sims Fulmore 
Bryker Woods Lee Summit 97m  

Casey McBee Sunset Valley 
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Reading/ELA Survey Results 
The following tables summarize results from survey items about reading/ELA classroom practices, 
determinants for interventions, frequency of tutoring, staff who planned or provided tutoring, and 
resources used for tutoring and intervention. 

Students’ Classroom Setting 
Classroom Setting Elementary 

High Passing 
Reading % 

Elementary 
TAKS-M to TAKS/A 

Reading % 

Secondary 
High Passing 

Reading % 

Secondary 
TAKS-M to TAKS/A 

Reading % 
General education (inclusion) 15 15 23 46 
Special education (resource) 8 8 0 0 
Both gen ed. and special ed. 54 31 18 18 

Criteria Used When  Deciding to  Move Students From TAKS-M to TAKS/TAKS-A 
Criteria Elementary % Secondary % 
Scored Commended on 2008-09 TAKS M 58 69 
Class performance (grades) high 31 54 
School attendance high 4 23 
Attended reading tutoring 35 31 
Teacher recommendation 42 61 
ARD committee decision 61 61 
Parent recommendation 8 15 

Determinants of Intervention and Tutoring Groups  
Determinants  Elementary High 

Passing Reading 
% 

Elementary TAKS-
M to TAKS/A 

Reading % 

Secondary 
High Passing 
Reading % 

Secondary TAKS-
M to TAKS/A 

Reading % 
Group size 50 42 15 23 
Grade level 50 42 8 46 
TAKS version (M, A, etc.) 38 42 0 38 
Prior TAKS performance 42 35 15 38 

Frequency of Reading/ELA Interventions and Tutoring  
• Average intervention or tutoring session 
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Staff who Planned Reading/ELA Interventions or Tutoring  
Staff planned 
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Examples of Reading Resources Used 
Reading 
Resources 

 Elementary High Passing 
Reading % 

Elementary TAKS-M to 
TAKS/A Reading % 

Secondary High 
Passing 

Reading % 

Secondary TAKS-
M to TAKS/A 

Reading % 
Books * Inclusive practice  

* I Station 
*Read Naturally 
* Scott Foresman books 
(decodable readers, level 1, 2, 
3) 
* Chapter books 
*Start to Finish books 
* 
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Reading 
Resources 

 Elementary High Passing 
Reading % 

Elementary TAKS-M to 
TAKS/A Reading % 

Secondary High 
Passing 

Reading % 

Secondary TAKS-
M to TAKS/A 

Reading % 
Hardware or 
software 

* I Station 
* Lexia 
* Razz Kids 
* Read Naturally 
* Starfall Learning to Read 
*Start to Finish books 
*Educationcity.com 
*Reading A to Z website 
*Tumble books 

* I Station 
*FCRR.org 
*Razz Kids 
* Read Naturally 
*Starfall Learning to 
Read 
*Start to Finish books 
*Educationcity.com 
*Reading A to Z 
website 
* Tumble books 

* Blogging 
* Glogster 
software 
* Lexia 
* Dibels 
*My Reading 
Coach 
*Study Island 
*Wise Soft 

* Powerpoint 
* Glogster 
software 
* Lexia 
*Online reading 
fluency 
*My Reading 
Coach 
*Study Island 
*Wise Soft 
*Aleks 

Manipulatives *Foam or magnetic letters 
* Flash cards (sight words, 
phonics)  Lrs-0.717 -1.217 Td
[(p)-1(mK4 Tc (d)-1(i)-14(n)-1(g)- a(e)-6(n)-1o)11( I)-13(s)4 Tw a(e)-cJ
0 Tr 
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Reading 
Resources 

 Elementary High Passing 
Reading % 

Elementary TAKS-M to 
TAKS/A Reading % 

Secondary High 
Passing 

Reading % 

Secondary TAKS-
M to TAKS/A 

Reading % 
Accommodations  
 

* Dyslexia bundle 
* Use with practice tests 
* Follow IEP (e.g., preferred 
seating, modified assignment, 
repetition) 
*Oral administration 
* Small groups 
* Frequent breaks 
* Read questions and answer 
choices aloud 
* Extended time 
* Post-it notes, place holders 
* Preview, pre-teach 
* Graphic organizer, Venn 
diagram 
* Rehearsal 
* Consistent people and 
places in testing 
* Teacher encouragement 
* Teaching students how to 
look for information in text 

* Dyslexia bundle 
* Chunk information 
* Follow 
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Reading 
Resources 

 Elementary High Passing 
Reading % 

Elementary TAKS-M to 
TAKS/A Reading % 

Secondary High 
Passing 

Reading % 

Secondary TAKS-
M to TAKS/A 

Reading % 
Teacher planning 
or training 

* BLS training 
* SCORES training 
* DIPS 
* Read Naturally 
* Project READ 
* Dibels 
* Scientific Spelling 
* 

http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/sia/msip/DOK_Chart.pdf�
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index3.aspx?id=3222&menu_id3=793�


AISD 
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Staff who Planned Math Interventions or Tutoring  
Staff planned interventions  Elementary 

High Passing 
Math % 

Elementary 
TAKS-M to 

TAKS/A Math % 

Secondary 
High Passing 

Math % 

Secondary 
TAKS-M to 

TAKS/A Math % 
General education (inclusion) 52 24 67 50 
Special education (resource) 72 36 67 50 
Curriculum specialist 16 12 17 17 
Teaching assistant 40 16 17 33 
Administrator 44 20 33 33 
Other staff 8 0 0 17 

Staff who Provided Math Interventions or Tutoring  
Staff for interventions  Elementary 

High Passing 
Math % 

Elementary 
TAKS-M to 

TAKS/A Math % 

Secondary 
High Passing 

Math % 

Secondary 
TAKS-M to 

TAKS/A Math % 
General education (inclusion) 48 24 33 50 
Special education (resource) 72 40 50 67 
Curriculum specialist 16 8 17 0 
Teaching assistant 44 20 0 33 
Other (administrator, student 
teacher, volunteer) 20 4 0 33 

Math Resources Used for Interventions and Tutoring  
Resources 
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Examples of Math Resources Used 
Math Resources  Elementary High 

Passing Math % 
Elementary TAKS-
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Math Resources  Elementary High 
Passing Math % 

Elementary TAKS-M 
to TAKS/A Math % 

Secondary High 
Passing Math % 

Secondary TAKS-M 
to TAKS/A Math % 

Manipulatives * Base 10 blocks 
* 
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Math Resources  Elementary High 
Passing Math % 

Elementary TAKS-M 
to TAKS/A Math % 

Secondary High 
Passing Math % 

Secondary TAKS-M 
to TAKS/A Math % 

Teacher planning 
or training 

* Cognitively Guided 
Instruction (CGI) 
* Fifth Sense 
* 5-Step Math Problem 
Solving Guide 
* Math Number World 
* Review data 
* Rotations during day 
with general ed. and 
special ed. teachers 
* Region 13 training 
* Planning and inclusion 
with general ed. and 
special ed. teachers – 
identify, group, re-
teach, practice, assess – 
goal of mastery for all 
students 
* Ongoing teacher 
discussions 
* Co-teaching 

* Cognitively Guided 
Instruction (CGI) 
* MSMath 
* Region 13 training 
* Team planning 
with both general 
ed. and special ed. 
teachers 
* Tutoring support 
from math specialist 

* Planned by 
objective 
* General ed. and 
special ed. 
teachers planned 
together 
* Planning time 
with tutors and 
inclusion teachers 
* Shared test 
results with 
teachers 

* Inclusion-based 
team planning 
* Planning time with 
tutors and inclusion 
teachers 
* Reviewed student 
data 
* PLCs for inclusion 
* Shared test results 
with teachers 

 

Resources recommended  by AISD Math Curriculum Staff  
Mathematics K-12 resources to support Core, Tier 2, and Tier 3 instruction  
1. Region IV 

a)  Mathematics Accelerated Curriculum (Grades 5, 5 Sp, 6, 6 Sp, 7, 8, 10, EXIT) 
http://www.region4store.com/catalog.aspx?catid=347914 

b) Engaging Mathematics Curriculum (Grades 3, 4, 4Sp, 5. 5Sp, 6, 7, 8, Alg1, Geo, Alg2, HS ELPS) 
http://www.region4store.com/catalog.aspx?catid=347792 

c) Supporting TAKS Achievement (Grades K-2, K-2Sp) 
http://www.region4store.com/catalog.aspx?catid=347792 

d) Closing the Distance (Grades 5-11), Connections (Grades K-11, K-5Sp) and TAKS prep (Grades K-11, 
K-5Sp) http://www.region4store.com/catalog.aspx?catid=347943 

2.    Region 13: Second Sense Math, Fifth Sense Math, Eighth Sense Math  
 http://www.esc13store.net/index.php/generaled/math.html 
3.    America's Choice Navigator and Rampup  http://www.americaschoice.org/mathematics 
4.    Software 

a) Scholastic FastMath http://www.scholastic.ca/education/tom-snyder/m-fastmath.html 
 b) Understanding Math http://www.neufeldmath.com/ 
5.    Free website games 
 a) Skillbuilders http://www.arcademicskillbuilders.com/ 
 b) Oswego http://resources.oswego.org/games/ 
 
continued…… 
 
 

http://www.region4store.com/Catalog.aspx?catid=347775�
http://www.arcademicskillbuilders.com/�
http://resources.oswego.org/games/�
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6.    Free Calculator support activities 
 a) Elementary: 

http://education.ti.com/educationportal/sites/US/sectionHome/activitybook_section_elementarymat
h.html 

 b) Middle School: 
http://education.ti.com/educationportal/sites/US/sectionHome/activitybook_section_middlemath.ht
ml 

 c) High School: http://education.ti.com/educationportal/sites/US/sectionHome/activitybooks.html 
  
Elementary Mathematics 
1.   Pearson Envision Mathematics (K-6 AISD adoption) has specific RtI mathematics resources 
2.   Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) 
3.   DMI 
 
Secondary Mathematics 
1.   Holt Mathematics (6-10 AISD adoption) has specific RtI mathematics resources 
2.   Make sure Special Ed students have access to graphing calculators; Use the Region IV Graphing 

Calculator Tutorial to help: http://math.escweb.net/index.htm 

 

Other Resources 
• Depth of Knowledge chart information - 

http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/sia/msip/DOK_Chart.pdf 
• Performance Level descriptors -

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index3.aspx?id=3222&menu_id3=793 

  

http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/sia/msip/DOK_Chart.pdf�
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index3.aspx?id=3222&menu_id3=793�



