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OVERVIEW

Annually, the Austin Independent School District (AISD) administers surveys about a variety of issues to
samples of district and campus staff. This report summarizes the teachers’ and campus administrators’
responses to the Spring 2011 survey questions about professional development opportunity needs. Table 1
shows that professional development opportunity topics requested most often by teachers included STAAR
(State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness, the state’s new academic assessment; 82%), integrating
technology in instruction and/or students’ academic interventions (73%), and strategies for students with
special education needs (71%). Table 2 shows that campus administrators most often requested the
professional development opportunity topics of STAAR (100%), using district technology to help make use of
test data (80%), and academic rigor in all curriculum areas (79%).

Table 1. Teachers’ Professional Development Opportunity Needs, Spring 2011

Topic Need Need Need Do not
immediately  within withina  need
6 months year

Curriculum navigation system 8% 17% 20% 55%
Strategies for using student achievement data in instructional planning 7% 16% 24% 53%
Using district technology to help make use of test data 8% 18% 26% 48%
Distance learning or professional development offered online 6% 12% 27% 55%
Implementing instructional strategies or curriculum 8%

extensions for diverse learners

Strategies for gifted and talented students 9% 18% 29% 44%
Professional learning communities 4% 11% 25% 60%
Subject area or grade level 9% 17% 26% 48%
Integrating techno_logy in instr_uction and/or 16% 26% 31% 27%
students’ academic interventions

Accessing and using web resources 14% 22% 29% 34%
Developing student assessment tools 8% 19% 28% 45%
Using effective questioning strategies 7% 19% 27% 47%
Implementing effective classroom behavior management strategies 8% 17% 23% 52%
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Table 2. Campus Administrators’ Professional Development Opportunity Needs, Spring 2011

Topic Need Need
immediately within
6 months

Curriculum navigation system

Need Do not
within a need
year
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