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About this survey. The 12th 

annual Austin Independent 

School District (AISD) High School 

Exit Survey was administered 

online to seniors in every AISD 

high school during Spring 2014. 

On each campus, Project 

ADVANCE facilitators primarily 

were responsible for ensuring all 

seniors were given the 

opportunity to complete the 

survey. Special education chairs 

at each campus may have 

provided eligible special 

education students with guidance 

and assistance in completing the 

survey.   

This report contains the results 

for P-Travis Class of 2014. Where 

available, data are presented 

from previous senior classes to 

compare with previous years’ 

responses. This year, 23 P-Travis 

students in the Class of 2014 

completed the survey, for an 

overall response rate of 65.7%.  

The overall response rate for the 

District was 92% (N = 3874). The 

district-level Class of 2014 High 

School Exit Survey Report is 

available online. 

 

Introduction to Results for the Class of 2014 

 The purpose of this survey was to monitor high school students’ 

perceptions of their high school experience. Results are used to 

improve the campus environment and program supports for 

students. Survey results also are used in the monitoring of the 

district’s strategic plan Goal 3: All students will graduate ready for 

college, career, and life in a globally competitive economy. The report 

is organized into the following categories: postsecondary 

aspirations, parental engagement, and support; persistence and 

motivation; 

http://www.austinisd.org/sites/default/files/dre-surveys/District_High_School_Exit_Survey_2014.pdf
http://www.austinisd.org/sites/default/files/dre-surveys/District_High_School_Exit_Survey_2014.pdf
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Table 2. When do you plan to start going to college,  

university, or career/trade school? 

 
P-Travis 

2014 
District 

2014 

This summer 5.9% 7.5% 
This fall 29.4% 84.8% 
Next spring 64.7% 8.7% 

 

 

Table 3. What type of institution do you plan to attend  

after high school? 

 
P-Travis 

2014 
District 

2014 

A 4-year college or university 11.1% 58.2% 
A 2-year college or university 44.4% 12.7% 
A 2-year community college 
and then transfer to a 4-year 
college 

38.9% 32.1% 

A private career or trade 
school 

11.1% 2.5% 

 
 

Table 4. Which college, university, or career/trade school do you plan to attend in the fall? 
 

 P-Travis 
2014 

District 
2014 

Austin Community College (ACC) 17.4% 34.8% 
Texas State University 0.0% 12.0% 
University of Texas-Austin 0.0% 8.7% 
University of Texas-San Antonio 0.0% 4.2% 
Texas A&M University 0.0% 5.9% 
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Table 5. Select the one area that best fits what you plan to study. 
 

 P-Travis 
2014 

District 
2014 

Health sciences  23.5% 18.1% 
Engineering 17.7% 11.7% 
I d526.

http://www.austinchamber.com/education-talent/job-market/july-2014.php
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Persistence & Motivation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 13. Seniors were asked to indicate feelings about their persistence, motivation, and interactions with 
teachers.  
 
 

Percentage who responded either sometimes or always 
P-Travis 

2014 
District 

2014 

I can do even the hardest schoolwork if I try. 82.6% 91.8% 

I enjoy doing my schoolwork. 60.9% 56.3% 

I feel/felt well prepared for STAAR/EOC. 72.7% 78.8% 

I try hard to do my best work. 91.3% 91.3% 

I feel successful in my schoolwork. 78.3% 89.2% 

My teachers push us to think hard about the things we read. 78.3% 86.1% 

My teachers push everyone to work hard. 91.3% 88.8% 

I can reach the goals I set for myself. 95.2% 96.3% 

My homework helps me learn things I need to know. 77.3% 77.2% 

My schoolwork makes me think about things in new ways. 73.9% 70.7% 

My teachers connect what I am learning to life outside of class. 65.2% 68.4% 

I have fun learning in my classes. 68.2% 75.4% 

I like to come to school. 73.9% 69.3% 
Note. Response options were never, not a lot, sometimes, and always. STAAR is State of Texas Assessment of  
Academic Readiness. EOC is end of course. 
 

Extracurricular Activities  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students’ precollege behavior and experiences are important factors in determining their persistence in 

postsecondary education settings. Motivation to learn, effort, and amount of time students spend 

studying were found to be key determinants of college attainment and success (Bailey, Jenkins, & 

Leinbach, 2005). When teachers had high expectations and provide an interesting and engaging learning 

environment, students’ self-esteem, confidence, and academic performance improved (Brophy, 2008; 

2010).   

 

Extracurricular activities provide intellectual and social development opportunities for students. 



Class of 2014 High School Exit Survey 
P-Travis High School, Austin Independent School District 

Page 7 of 15 
 

Table 14a. Please indicate the number of years of high school in which you participated in each of these  

school-affiliated extracurricular activities.  

In school  
Did not 

participate 
1-2 years 3-4 years 

Music 72.7% 22.7% 4.6% 
Theater/drama 77.3% 18.2% 4.6% 
Dance 72.7% 22.7% 4.6% 
Sports 43.5% 52.2% 4.4% 
Academic clubs/UIL competitions 90.9% 9.1% 0.0% 
Speech/debate 68.2% 31.8% 0.0%
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“Twenty-first-century 

skills" is a term which 

generally refers to 

competencies such as 

collaboration, digital 

literacy, critical thinking, 

and problem-solving 

(Partnership for 21st 

Century Learning, 2011). 

 

The types of instruction 

P-Travis seniors rated 

lowest were 

mathematics and 

performing/fine arts.   

Table 16. How many hours per week did you typically spend studying, doing research, or completing 

homework assignments outside of class? 

Study time 
 

Percentage who studied 
each week 

 
P-Travis 

2014 
District 

2014 

None 27.3% 10.5% 

1 to 5 hours 45.5% 40.4% 
6 to 10 hours 13.6% 23.1% 
11 to 15 hours 0.0% 11.5% 
16 to 20 hours 4.6% 8.1% 
More than 20 hours 9.1% 6.4% 

  

 

Instructional Quality 
 

Table 17. How well did your high school help you to actively develop knowledge and skills in the following 
areas? 
 

Percentage who responded somewhat well or     
very well 

P-Travis 
2014 

District 
2014 

Teamwork 69.6% 90.8% 
Creative thinking 87.0% 90.3% 
Problem solving 78.3% 92.7% 
Conflict resolution 73.9% 87.6% 
Personal health/fitness 69.6% 81.1% 
Time management 73.9% 83.7% 
Technology 93.0% 84.8% 
Note. Response options were not well, somewhat well, and very well.   

 

 

 

 

 

Table 18. Rate the quality of instruction you feel you received in the following areas. 

Percentage who responded good or excellent 
P-Travis 

2014 
District 

2014 

Social studies 77.3% 77.6% 
English language arts 73.9% 82.9% 

Foreign language 69.6% 59.6% 
Computer/Technology 65.0% 66.8% 
Career and technical (CTE) 

http://science.psu.edu/advising/success/learningscience.html/
http://www.umflint.edu/advising/surviving_college
http://www.umflint.edu/advising/surviving_college
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Technology Access and Use 

Table 19. Which of the following describes your computer and Internet access at home? 

Access 
P-Travis 

2014 
District 

2014 
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Table 22. What grade were you in when you started  

thinking about college as a possibility after high school? 

Grade P-Travis 
2014 

District 
2014 

9th Grade 8.7% 24.4% 

10th Grade 0.0% 23.9% 

11th Grade 17.4% 36.1% 
12th Grade 21.7% 15.6% 

Table 23. How did you prepare for your education after high school? (Select all that apply.) 

Type of preparation P-Travis 
2014 

District 
2014 

I have done nothing to academically prepare for continuing my education 78.3% 17.2% 
I have not completed any forms to prepare for continuing my education 56.5% 16.0% 
I have not completed any activities to prepare for continuing my education 54.6% 16.0% 
Visited one or more colleges or technical schools 27.3% 60.1% 
Completed and submitted a scholarship application 26.1% 48.8% 
Completed and submitted the FAFSA 21.7% 67.8% 
Attended one or more college fairs 18.2% 44.8% 
Met with a college representative or recruiter at my high school 13.6% 43.3% 
Ordered and submitted a transcript to a college or trade/ technical school. 13.0% 59.2% 
Participated in ACC College Connections (ACC Application Process) 13.0% 35.0% 
Took college entrance tests (e.g., SAT, ACT, THEA, COMPASS, ASSET) 13.0% 66.6% 
Met with the school counselor or college/career advisor to discuss  college 
plans/processes 

9.1% 52.8% 

Completed or are currently enrolled in ACC courses  8.7% 
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Table 25. Indicate whether the following people helped you with or encouraged you in any of the following 

activities (select all that apply). 

Activity Teacher School 
Counselor 

College & 
Career 

Advisor 

None of 
These 

Select courses needed for work or admission to college 17.4% 30.4% 13.0% 43.5% 
Push your academic abilities further (e.g., challenging 
courses, science fair or summer learning, extra credit work) 

39.1% 17.4% 4.4% 43.5% 

Take AP / honors courses 13.0% 21.7% 4.4% 65.2% 
Take dual credit or articulated credit courses 13.0% 21.7% 4.4% 60.9% 
Get information about careers and/or occupations you might 
want to pursue 

34.8% 26.1% 4.4% 39.1% 

Continue your education after high school 47.8% 30.4% 17.4% 21.7% 
Apply to multiple schools 13.0% 21.7% 13.0% 56.5% 
Decide what school to attend 9.1% 31.8% 13.6% 50.0% 
Fill out applications for postsecondary education 17.4% 26.1% 17.4% 48.5% 
Write college application essays or personal statements 18.2% 13.6% 9.1% 59.1% 

 
 
 Table 26. Were your school counselors and/or college and career/Project ADVANCE advisors available to talk 
to you about college and careers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Availability  
School 

Counselor 
College & 

Career Advisor 

Yes, this person was available and I 
talked to him/her. 

 40.9% 25.0% 

I tried to talk to this person and wasn’t 
able to meet with him/her. 

 13.6% 10.0% 

I never tried to meet with this person.  45.5% 65.0% 

Garland (2008) found that 

students’ interactions 

with a school counselor 

and/or college advisor 

influenced the likelihood 

that those students 

would become enrolled in 

a postsecondary 

institution. 

On average, P-Travis seniors indicated that teachers helped theg799.7 Tm
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Table 30. Where did you learn about options for paying for your education after high school? (Select all that 
apply.) 

Source of information 
 P-Travis 
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Acronym Key 

The following acronyms are used in the High School Exit Survey summary reports. Where relevant, acronyms 
have a link to an external URL. 
 

Acronym Definition 

ACC Austin Community College 
ACT American College Testing 

AP Advanced Placement 

ASSET American College Testing (ACT) placement exam for students in community/technical 

colleges COMPASS American College Testing (ACT) Computer-adapted Placement Assessment and Support 

Services 

 

EOC End of Course exam 

FAFSA Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

GPA grade point average 

MSA Metropolitan Statistical Area 

PSAT Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) 

SAT Scholastic Aptitude Test 

http://www.austincc.edu/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/home
http://www.act.org/asset/
http://www.act.org/compass/tests/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index3.aspx?id=3302&menu_id=793
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/GPA
http://www.austinchamber.com/austin/live/quick-facts.php
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.austinisd.org/staar
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/taks/
http://www.thea.nesinc.com/
http://www.tstc.edu/frontpage/
http://www.uiltexas.org/
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2001/2001126.pdf


Class of 2014 High School Exit Survey 
P-Travis High School, Austin Independent School District 

Page 15 of 15 
 

Dubow, E., Boxer, P., & Huesmann, L. R. (2009). Long-term effects of parents’ education on children’s educational 
and occupational success: Mediation by family interactions, child aggression, and teenage aspirations. 
Merill-Palmer Quarterly, 55(3), 224–249. Retrieved from 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2853053/ 

Ferguson, R. (2010). Student perceptions of teaching effectiveness: A discussion brief. National Center for Teacher 
Effectiveness and the Achievement Gap Initiative, Harvard University. Retrieved from 
http://www.gse.harvard.edu/ncte/news/Using_Student_Perceptions_Ferguson.pdf 

Foundation for Child Development. (2014). Mother’s education and children’s outcomes: How dual-generation 
programs offer increased opportunities for America’s families. Retrieved from http://fcd-
us.org/sites/default/files/Mothers%20Education%20and%20Childrens%20Outcomes%20FINAL.pdf 

Garland, M. (2008). The determinants of postsecondary enrollment: Evidence from the AISD Class of 2007. Austin, TX: 
Austin Independent School District. Retrieved from 
http://archive.austinisd.org/inside/docs/ope_ps_enrollment.pdf 

Karp, M.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2853053/
http://www.gse.harvard.edu/ncte/news/Using_Student_Perceptions_Ferguson.pdf
http://archive.austinisd.org/inside/docs/ope_ps_enrollment.pdf
http://media.routledgeweb.com/files/9780415803229/perna-chapter.

