
 

Students’ perceptions of school climate in 2017–2018 were down slightly from the 

previous year, though overall survey results largely remained in line with long-term 

trends. Elementary school students continued to report a positive, engaging school 

experience, with the highest ratings across most areas. High school students reported 

relatively high ratings across the majority of survey items related to social and 

emotional learning (SEL) skills, while middle school students’ ratings of school climate 

continued to lag behind those of their peers at 

the elementary and high school levels.  

The most noteworthy finding from this year’s 

survey was the 8% decline in high school 

students who reported feeling safe at 

school (2016–2017, 93%; 2017–2018, 85%). 

One possible explanation for the significant 

decline was the timing of the survey, which 

coincided with the shooting at Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas (FL) High School on 

February 14, 2018. It is possible that the 

resulting media attention to school shootings 

and school safety influenced students’ 

perceptions of their own safety at school. In 

any case, the greater percentage of students 

who did not feel safe at school underscores 

the importance of ensuring not only that 

every school is physically safe, but that 

students feel safe at school. Indeed, a recent 

study by The Research Alliance for New York 

City Schools found that improving school climate was associated with better 

standardized test scores and reduced teacher turnover (Kraft, Marinell, & Shen-Wei 

Yee, 2016).   

Also noteworthy, significantly fewer students DFURVV�DOO�VFKRRO�levels reported 
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